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ASTRA Assessment Genres 
Genre Definition  Rationale: Students will … Alignment to ASTRA Graduate 

Attributes  

Annotated 
Bibliography  

A list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is 
followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. 
The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, 
accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.  

access and manage detailed information 
on the available academic literature on a 
given topic; think critically and make 
judgements.  

Communication and Literacies 

Business Plan A detailed, structured proposal that describes in detail how a business 
defines its objectives and how it is to go about achieving its goals. 

demonstrate integrated knowledge to 
identify opportunities for growth. 

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility; Motivation and 
Passion; Informed Leadership 

Case Study  An intensive, systematic investigation of an individual, group, community 
or some other unit.  

demonstrate professional knowledge and 
understanding; think critically and make 
judgements, solve problems and develop 
plans; apply theory.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Integrity and Responsibility 

Critical Review An academic task that requires critical reading, critical writing, systematic 
analysis and evaluation.  This is achieved by breaking down an item into 
parts, identifying the significant components, discussing the potential 
strengths and weaknesses and making reasoned judgements with 
evidence.  

demonstrate analytic and persuasive 
capabilities.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Motivation and 
Passion; Informed Leadership 

Debate A formal discussion on a particular issue, in which opposing arguments 
are put forward and which usually ends with a vote.  

express verbal analytic and persuasive 
capabilities, and demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility; Motivation and 
Passion; Informed Leadership 

Diagnostic A form of pre-assessment typically completed very early in a student's 
enrolment in a unit or course. A diagnostic test is used to measure a 
student's aptitude in a given subject area (e.g. academic writing, 
mathematics) and guide any additional necessary support strategies. 

gain insight into their relative strengths 
and weaknesses in a subject area (e.g. 
academic writing, mathematics). 

Communication and Literacies 



 

ASTRA Assessment Genres 
Essay  An essay contains a central idea or argument; a thesis statement. Usually 

an essay has four main components: an introduction, a series of body 
paragraphs, a conclusion, and a reference list.  a thesis statement (claim, 
proposition, main idea); context (background, framework, setting); reasons 
(support, evidence, examples); counter-arguments (objections, contrary 
considerations); responses (refutations, answers to objections). Types 
include and may not be limited to reflective, critical, descriptive, 
persuasive, and narrative.  

express written analytic and persuasive 
capabilities, and demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Motivation and Passion 

Examination A test of a student's knowledge or ability in a particular area.  demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding or more complex 
reasoning such as logical thinking, 
interpretation or analysis.  

Communication and Literacies 

Interview  A structured conversation where questions are posed and answers are 
elicited.  

communicate to others to interrogate, 
advocate, negotiate, present; and 
demonstrate professional competence 
and skills.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Integrity and Responsibility; 
Motivation and Passion 

Literature 
Review  

Extensive research on published work in a particular field in order to 
establish the scope and depth of an area or issue. 

present an understanding of the existing 
research and debates relevant to a 
particular area of study.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Motivation and Passion 

Log Book  A record of important events in the management of an endeavour.  perform procedures and demonstrate 
techniques: computation, following 
protocols, organising information, being 
self-directed, managing time and tasks, 
organising.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Integrity and Responsibility; 
Motivation and Passion; 
Informed Leadership 

Methodology Tasks that require the application of procedures, conventions or rules to 
systematically fulfil a process. Includes budget, dataset, definition, design, 
files, forms, proposal, survey design, research participation.  

perform procedures and demonstrate 
techniques: computation, following 
protocols, organising information, being 
self-directed, managing time and tasks, 
organising.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility 

Online 
Discussion 
Forum  

An electronic message board (in the class space) for asynchronous 
communication and discussion.  

communicate with peers to argue, 
describe, advocate, interview, negotiate, 
and present on specific relevant topics. 

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Motivation and 
Passion 

Portfolio Samples of a learner's work, showing progression over time and attention 
to established quality standards and parameters. Can include documents 
of different genres, e.g., critical reflection, conceptual mapping, and report. 

compile academic and professional 
evidence for the purpose of evaluating 
learning progress and professional 
standards.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility; Motivation and 
Passion; Informed Leadership 



 

ASTRA Assessment Genres 
Presentation  The process of showing and constructing the content of a topic, with a 

particular purpose and audience, through a public medium. Types include 
and may not be limited to research poster, case study presentations. 

demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding and express verbal 
analytic and persuasive capabilities.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Motivation and 
Passion 

Quiz A test of a student's knowledge and understanding in a particular area; 
shorter than an exam.  

demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding or specific information or 
more complex reasoning such as logical 
thinking, interpretation or analysis. 

Communication and Literacies 

Reflection Written activities that demonstrate how an individual's or group's learning 
and experiences relate to the theories, concepts and models studied. 

focus on process as well as outcome; 
take charge of own learning through 
critical self-reflection and form 
professional identity. 

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility; Motivation and 
Passion; Informed Leadership 

Report  A report is written for a clear purpose and to a particular audience; 
presents, analyses and applies specific information and evidence; clearly 
structured format making use of sections and headings so that information 
is logical and easy to follow.  

demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding and express analytic and 
persuasive capabilities.  

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility; Motivation and 
Passion 

Research 
Proposal 

A structured, formal document that explains to an audience what is 
planned to be researched, why the topic is worth researching, and how will 
be investigated. 

demonstrate mastery of subject 
knowledge and familiarity with current 
research trends, critical thinking skills, 
and ability to analyse evaluate and 
synthesise information. 

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility; Motivation and 
Passion 

Review A summarisation and evaluation of ideas and information into a structured 
text.  

demonstrate understanding of existing 
knowledge and create (scholarly) 
commentary on that knowledge.  

Communication and Literacies 

Self-
assessment 

A structured task that allows individuals to review their performance 
against predefined standards for the purpose of identifying elements that 
can be improved. 

reflect on their own learning and use 
self-determination skills to identify areas 
for improvement. 

Communication and Literacies; 
Innovation; Integrity and 
Responsibility; Motivation and 
Passion; Informed Leadership 



 


